
 

                                                              Meet Scout McCormick 
 

Scout grew up in Athens, GA.  He is the eldest of three boys in his family.        

Pictured here from left to right are his younger brothers, Alex and C J.  Scout is 

pictured on the far right and he and his brothers are surrounding their mother, 

Susan.   Scout graduated from high school in Athens, GA and moved to upstate 

New York where he worked and resided in Ithaca, NY for several years.  He 

moved back to the south in 2011 and settled in the Hickory Nut Gorge area to 

be near family and the beautiful mountains.  Scout loves this area and the       

people.  He enjoys reading and playing his guitar when he is not working.    

 

While living in Hickory Nut Gorge, Scout had his first personal experience with a major fire      dur-

ing the historic drought of 2016.  Sadly, he was evicted from his home during the Party Rock Fire 

that occurred that year.  He was deeply moved by the experience and volunteered to help support 

the firefighters during the event.  He helped make sandwiches and serve those who were out 

fighting the fire.  Although he knew his efforts were appreciated, he longed to do more.  He knew 

he was capable of contributing more significantly. 

 

This experience inspired Scout to want to become a volunteer firefighter.  He felt like he could 

make a difference in this role so he applied and was accepted at the Chimney Rock Fire                 

Department, an all volunteer fire station.  Chris Melton, the Fire Chief at the Chimney Rock Fire 

Department, not only served as Scout’s Chief, but as his mentor.  Becoming a NC Firefighter takes 

endurance, strength, determination, and most of all, heart.  Chris Melton stated, “Scout definitely 

has a heart for service.”  Training goes far beyond the initial schooling required for new recruits; 

they are required by law to further their education in every aspect of service every year.  Chief 

Melton stated he saw something in Scout when he signed up to become a volunteer.  He added, 

“there is a unique quality that certain people have that make them ideal for this career field.  It’s a               

combination of compassion, dedication and hard work that Scout brings to his work that makes him 

ideal for the role of a firefighter.“ 

 

Scout began taking classes and became invested in training to become a full 

time firefighter.  He enrolled to take NC Ffrefighter certification classes. While 

working on his certification, a full-time firefighter position became open at the 

Lake Lure Fire Department.  Chief Melton and others encouraged Scout to apply 

for the job.  He recalls the day that Lake Lure Fire Chief, Dustin Waycaster, came 

to tell him he was selected for the job.  He was thrilled and began his full time 

service at the Lake Lure Fire Department in October 2018.  Scout is continuing 

his firefighter certification by taking the Technical Rescuer classes as well as 

Emergency Medical Technician (EMT) classes because these skill sets are       

important for the Town’s needs for fire and rescue.   

 

It is obvious to see how proud Scout is to be serving as a member of the Lake Lure Fire 

Department.  He loves his job, but more importantly, he loves the service he provides 

to his community.  Scout bought a home in Lake Lure and not only works at the Lake 

Lure Fire Department, he continues to volunteer back at Chimney Rock.  Fire Chief              

Waycaster stated, “Scout is an asset to our team and he is working hard to gain the 

knowledge and skills to better serve the citizens of Lake Lure with pride.”    

  

Thank you for stepping up to serve our community, Scout!   

We appreciate your service on our team! 

 

  


